
Inspection of Foundations Nursery
1 Cambridge Street, BATLEY, West Yorkshire WF17 5JH

Inspection date: 7 October 2019

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

The members of the passionate leadership team are extremely successful at 
conveying their vision to the whole staff team. The nursery provides an exceptional 
child-centred curriculum. Consequently, children make decisions about their play 
and develop a highly positive attitude towards learning. Teaching is inspirational. 
Staff are extremely knowledgeable about the different ways that young children 
learn. They have high expectations for every child. Staff sharply focus activities to 
give children excellent support to build on what they already know and can do. All 
children, including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND), 
make rapid progress and show high levels of enthusiasm and sustained interest in 
activities.

Settling-in arrangements are remarkable. All children benefit from home visits. The 
key person uses this time to begin to build exceptional bonds with the child. They 
collect an impressive range of information from parents about children's interests 
and what they already know and can do. They use this valuable information to 
meet children's unique needs from the start. Children are exceptionally happy, 
confident and extremely settled in this outstanding nursery.

The relationships between staff themselves are exemplary and provide an excellent 
role model for children's behaviour. Children are respectful, kind and help each 
other. They are actively and consistently praised by staff for their efforts and 
achievements. This results in superb levels of confidence and a determination to 
succeed.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Evaluations of staff's teaching practice and staff supervisory sessions are given 
the utmost priority. The leadership team places a strong emphasis on continued 
professional development. This ensures the highly qualified staff use all their 
expert skills and knowledge to the fullest potential. For instance, recent training 
has enabled staff to be even more effective in their support of children's speech, 
language and communication development.

n Children are fascinated to explore and investigate the limitless amount of 
stimulating opportunities in the exciting outside environment. For example, older 
children become deeply engrossed as they draw the flowers they see. Other 
children squeal with delight as they take risks by climbing ladders on grassy 
slopes. Children demonstrate extensive knowledge of planting and growing. 
They confidently describe how they grow vegetables in a polytunnel and explain 
when and why they are ready to be harvested.

n Staff superbly support children to become good citizens in their own community. 
For instance, they take children on litter collection walks and carefully tend to 
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their allocated section of the community memorial garden. Furthermore, children 
contribute positively to society as they regularly help to make soup and pasta, 
which they deliver to a local food bank.

n Staff are exceptionally skilful in supporting children's communication and 
language development. They engage older children in meaningful conversations 
and give enough time for them to think and respond to the thought-provoking 
questions they ask. Staff working with younger children provide excellent 
commentary during activities and introduce children to new words.

n Partnerships with parents are exemplary. Staff use highly successful strategies 
to share information, including daily diaries and discussions, weekly newsletters 
and regular meetings. This supports and accelerates children's learning at home 
and in the nursery. Furthermore, staff have established exceptional partnerships 
with other professionals. This helps them to support children with SEND 
superbly.

n Parents' feedback is extremely positive. They praise the staff for their passion 
and commitment to providing the very best for every child in the nursery. They 
describe the nursery as a heart-warming place to be and feel their views and 
contributions to their children's learning are highly valued. 

n Children are extremely motivated and keen to learn. Younger children become 
totally absorbed in making their chive and cheese bread. They show high levels 
of concentration and strengthen the dexterity in their hands as they grate, mix 
and pummel the ingredients together to make the bread.

n Staff support children's mathematical development superbly. For instance, older 
children match numbers on music sheets to those on a piano keyboard and play 
simple, familiar tunes. Children confidently learn to sequence the days of the 
week and count accurately when singing songs and rhymes.

n Staff make excellent use of daily routines to help promote children's 
independence and understanding of healthy lifestyles. For example, children 
confidently wash their own hands and serve themselves healthy foods and 
drinks at snack time. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The members of the leadership team have a robust understanding of their roles 
and responsibilities in helping to keep children safe. They implement thorough 
recruitment procedures to ensure that all staff are suitable to work with children. 
Staff have an excellent understanding of safeguarding and child protection 
procedures. They know how to recognise and promptly respond to any potential 
concerns about a child's well-being. Furthermore, staff are exceptionally vigilant 
and monitor children's attendance extremely well. Meticulous scrutiny of accidents 
and risk assessments helps staff to provide a safe environment.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY549775

Local authority Kirklees

Inspection number 10123424

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 1 to 4

Total number of places 52

Number of children on roll 57

Name of registered person Foundations Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP549774

Telephone number 01924 477717

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Foundations Nursery registered in 2017. The nursery employs 15 members of 
childcare staff. Of these, 14 hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 or 
above, including one who holds early years professional status and one who holds 
qualified teacher status. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday all year round. 
Sessions are from 7.30am until 6pm. The nursery provides funded early education 
for two-, three- and four-year-old children. The nursery follows a Reggio Emilia 
inspired approach.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Judith Bodill-Chandler
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Inspection activities

n The inspector completed a learning walk around the nursery with members of 
the leadership team to understand how the early years provision and the 
curriculum are organised.

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching, indoors and outdoors, and 
assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke to staff, parents and children at appropriate times during 
the inspection and considered their views.

n The inspector carried out a joint evaluation of an activity with the manager.
n The inspector checked evidence of staff's training and suitability.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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